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Module code AN-4311  

Module Title Systemic Functional Grammar 

Degree/Diploma Bachelor of Arts (English Studies) 

Type of Module Major Option/Breadth 

Modular Credits 4 Total student workload 8 hours/week 

Contact hours              4 hours/week 

Prerequisite AN-1201 Introduction to English Language and Linguistics,  
AN-2309 The Structure of English 

Anti-requisite None 

Aims 
To bring students beyond knowing about the forms of grammatical structures to the functions of 
grammatical structures in context. It raises language student awareness of talking about grammar from a 
functional perspective. The module also aims to help students write texts that effectively convey the 
appropriate purpose and communicative effect. 
 

Learning Outcomes 

Lower order : 30% - Recall of terms and functional labels for the word classes 
- Know the three key functions of language in functional grammar 

Middle order :  30% - Apply the knowledge of terms and functional labels to clauses in a text 
- Analyse a text using functional grammar 

Higher order: 40% - Evaluate the effectiveness of different text types for readers 
- Write an effective text within a particular context, e.g. adverts on TV, in magazines 
etc. 

Module Contents 
- grammar from a functional linguistics perspective 
- differences between traditional grammar and systemic functional grammar 
- metafunctional analyses of the clause in terms of the experiential, interpersonal and textual meanings 
- register and genre as defined in systemic functional grammar 
- exploring the context of culture, situation and texts (i.e. field, tenor and mode) and their implications on 
writing. 
 

Assessment Formative assessment  This will be in the form of exercises at the end of lectures 
and during tutorials. Students will work on the exercises in 
groups or pairs. These exercises will be discussed in class or in 
tutorial sessions via lecturer evaluation or peer feedback. 

Summative assessment Examination: 50% 
 

Coursework:  50%            
- Analysis exercises based on texts given during the course: 
(20%) 
- Essay on differences between traditional grammar and 
systemic functional grammar (10%) 
-   Writing a text reflecting a particular genre (20%) 
 

 

 

 


